
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[ 455> 1 

~ ls Ifhe Bodkin was cut out of her Bladder that dayrmre 
weeks that (he fwaliow'd it. There was but half 
of the Bodkin in the Bladder, which was 
incruftrated with a gravelly calculous matter, as ap- 
pears in the adjoining figure- A the head or blunt end 
of the Bodkin, from A to B the half which was in the 
Bladder with its Craft : from B to G the part which 
was out of the Bladder in the Pefofc, the point retting 
upon the Ifchinm. Vid. Fig. 7. 



W. A &tf mr fe of the Viper, and fome other Poy* 
jom s wrote by Sir Theodore de Mayerne, af- 
ter fome difc our (e he had with Mr- Pontaeus, 
Communicated by the late Sir Theodore de 
Vaux, M P. and F. R> S- 

THe venom of the Viper in itfelf is not mortal-to^a 
robuft and found body, and tho very unhappy 
and mifchievous accidents attend it, as a great tumour, 
tenfion and weight of the part, humidity, and variety 
of colours, phrenfies, eonvulfions, vomitings, yet in 
eight or ten days at moft thefe accidents are over, afe 
tho the Patient may be. very ill, yet he recovers again,, 
whilft the Po'yfon having run through divers parts of 
the body, at laft it always throws itfelf into the &r<?~ 
turn, fwelling it extreamly, caufes 1 great heat and 
quantity' of Urine, very hot; and (harp, by which it is 
difcharged, this evacuation being the ordinary and 
raoft.. certain Grifis * of the Difeafe. It is obfervable,- 
that the perfpiration being obftrufted by the Poyfon,, 
a man bit by a. Viper, and fwell'd- up, in three or. four 
days (halt weigh almoft as much' more as- he did be- 
fore' & 
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A fickly perfon, under an ill habit of body, or fear- 
ful, dyes infallibly in a fhort time of this venome, 
without fpeedy help. 

In the Extreme and Nervous parts near the Pulfe and 
Tongue, the bites are dangerous, and accidents very 
painful. 

Frefti Vipers that have not bit, but have the blad- 
ders of the Gums full of venom, are the moft mif- 
chievous. 

Mountebanks, to impofe upon the people, either 
make their Vipers bite before they bring them out, or 
with a Needle fcratch the Gums, and prefs out the 
poyfon. 

They make' us believe that a bite on the left breaft 
near the heart is more mortal than elfewhere $ but this 
is a cheat, it caufing only a great fwelling on all that 
fide of the body, on the neck and face, which after- 
wards falls down (as was faid) into the Scrotum, and 
is evacuated by Urine. 

For tbefe great and painful fwellings, the remedy is 
to drink the Decoftion of Marmbmm, or the Powder, 
taken inwardly, and a fomentation with a decoftion, 
applying the Reft on the place. Ariftolochia. is alfo a 
ftrong and powerful Antidote againft the Viper, fo 
that if one be bit on the Tongue, he need only take a 
flice of this Root, heat it, and apply it, and it goes 
away. 

Pontem, a Chymieal Mountebank, a Native of En- 
gland, and an Apothecary by Trade, from whom I 
had the above-mentioned obfervations, was one day 
accidentally bit by a frefii Viper on his right wrift, he 
thought it would have killed him. One of the great- 
eft pains he fuffered was, an almoft infupportable ten- 
sion of the palm of his hand. 

He compofed his Antiode of extract of juniper- 
berries, drawn with a Deco&ioaof Roots of round 

Art- 
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Arifiolci&U of Succifa, Marrttbium Attttm, Flowers of 
Brimftone and of White Vitriol. 

For Poyfons not corrofive, fuchas thofe of Animals 
and Vegetables, and even for the Plague itfelt, which 
he believes he can cure by the fame Remedy, he makes 
ufe of no Vitriol ; but if the Poyfon be fublimate, 
which of itfelf excites vomiting, he adds Vitriol, not 
in a proportion* to vomit, as a- Drachm, but only a 
Scruple or half a Drachm , the. vomiting being aflifted 
by thejcorrofive Poyfon itfelf. 

To encreafe the value of his Antidote with the peo- 
ple, when the Experiment is made oh Dogs.. To that 
Dog which they would have dye of 'the bite of the 
Viper, he gives with the Antidote a quarter of a N/tx. 
Vomica; , not powdered, only cut in bits, and the next 
day the Dog dyes ; if it were powdered, the Dog, 
would dye in half an hour. 

He fays, Nhx Vomica is fo called by contraries, for 
it never vomits^ but (huts up the ftomach, and corv 
tra&s the nerves by its poyfor*. 

To preferve the Dogs alive, you muft give them in' 
the Antidote or any thing elfe, gr or 4 grains of Subli- 
mate, which immediately fets them, a vomiting, and 
fo faves them alive. 

He offers to take all forts of Poyfons* even Gbrro- 
fives, after an ordinary meal 5. and for a tryatofskiti 
he refnfes them not on an empty ftomach. 

He much efteems Mbrfa Diabdi, Succifa^ or Devilfe 
bit, againft all forts of Poyfons. 

He laughs at the Poyfon of a Toad, which he fays 
has none at all, no more than a Frog. 3 and affirms he 
lias eat feverai without any mifchief. 

His Sugar, or Remedy for Worms in Children, is t$ 
grains of Mercuriut >d»lck y with five grainsof Seamony, 
and two or three times as much Sugar, made up in. Lcs- 



zenges,. 
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He fays, that this dofe, which in France purges 
grown perfons, does nothing in England on thofe 
above 1 5. years old, and ought to be augmented. 

His Mercurius Dulck is made without Vitriol, which 
tho good, is yet corrofive 5 he takes only Allies with 
the decrepitated Salt. 

The manner of the a&ing of the Vipers poyfon is 
thus. In about | of an hour a Syncope or fwooning 
feizes them with trembling and convulsions, tingling of 
the ears, and frequently deafnefs for a moment 5 next 
as it were a white fail comes afore their eyes, winch 
foon vanifhe,s ^on the place of the bite a f welling rifes 
at firft of the bjgnefs of a Pea, which grows as big as 
a Bean or Nut,, .and encreafing, enlarges itfelf over the 
neighbouring parts to a very confiderable Tumour, and 
ftretcliing of the flefh, which grows aedematrous, and 
by little and little falls into the Scrotum, and leaves. the 
part black, blue and yellow. 

It makes as it were bags in the skin; which feel heavy 
when you walk, as if fiTl'd with.QuickfiIver. 

Do what you will the Poyfon will have its courfe, 
and is ufually three days before it comes to the heighth, 
.and as long abating. 

For thefe great fwellings and ftretching of the parts, 
a Fomentation and Cataplafm is made with Marrubium, 
Tapfus Barbatus y and Agrimony. 
, The Gall of the Viper is no ways venemous, and 
Pmt£us fays he ufually gives it without any ill effeft, 
or trouble but its bitternefs $ all the Poyfon is in the 
liquor in the Gums, which is yellow like Oyl, of 
which you may eafily difarm the Viper. 

The Viper is the moft venemous of Serpents, the 
Aip is but a fpecies of the Viper. The Napelluf is a 
very dangerous Poyfon, afting by its acrimony, you 
mull take a great quantity of it 5 it bums the throat 
extremely, as does Allum, but it is cured by the Anti- 
dote. Crude 



I 4<3 I 

Crude Antimony does nothing if attack'd by the 
Antidote. 

The rrioft mifchievous of all poyfons is Opium, of 
which having given an exceffive quantity to his Ser- 
vant, at firft he had Convulfions, then ftrange vomit- 
ings, not able to let any thing go down into his fto- 
mach, a tieepinefs follow <1, all which time they kept 
him awake as much as poffible, at laft all of a fudden 
he grew well, and called for Vi&uals. 

Succifa or Devils Bit is excellent for Poyfons, efpeci- 
ally the Plague ^ and it is obfervable, that it is fo pow- 
erful a fudorific, that laying the fick perfon, whether 
of the Plague, or other malignant Fever, on a Bed of 
that Herb, moderately hot, he (hall fweat till they take 
him oft* and much more it he drinks of the decodion 
or juice of the Herb, which in Summer they take all, 
and in Winter of the Root only. 

He fays, that for the Dropfie, after all other things, 
one of the beft Remedies in the world is to take Mor* 
fus Diabolic and put it over the fire in a dry Kettle, 
that it may wet it only with its own juice; and of 
this to apply a quantity to the Belly and Reins of the 
Patient, covering him up warm, and fo provoke fweat, 
which will come away in great quantity, and may be 
maintained according to the ftrength of the Patient and 
exigency of the cafe. 
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